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Why coppices 

• Coppices cover more than 23Mha in Mediterranean countries 

•  In Italy they represent 42% of the total forest area 

•  Relevant component of the economy of mountain rural areas: 
firewood and other valuable ecosystem services 

•  Scarcely considered in the sustainable forestry management 
(SFM) scenarios 
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Why F4C 

• To compare the sustainability of the different coppice management 
systems through long term experiments (up to over 60 years old) 

• To Test, demonstrate and disseminate the value of SFM indicators 

• To synthesize and upscale the results at broader geographical 
scales 
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Three management options 

natural evolution managed coppice 

conversion to high forest 
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Three forest types in 2 regions 45 plots 

Evergreen broadleaved forest Mountain beech forest 

Deciduous thermophilous broadleaved forest 
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40 SFM 
indicators 
grouped into 
6 criteria 
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Outcomes 

• An open access online database  
(soon available at www.futureforcoppices.eu) 

• A selection of most effective indicators 

• Stakeholder engagement 

• Spatial model implementation and maps at regional, national 
and European scales 

• New guidelines for the SFM of agamic regenerated forests in S-
Europe 
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Contacts 

Info@futureforcoppices.eu 

www.futureforcoppices.eu 

ppr@uniss.it 

lmelis@poliste.it  

LIFE14 ENV/IT/000514 

mailto:Info@futureforcoppices.eu
http://www.futureforcoppices.eu/
mailto:ppr@uniss.it
mailto:lmelis@poliste.it

