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FROM SCIENCE TO PRACTICE - iNet for mushrooms and truffles  
 

  
 

Seminar on the identification of edible mushrooms  
 

14.11.2019 Oak forests of Ioannina region 
 

Objects-Aims of the event 

In recent years, “mycophilia” in Greece, as in the rest of Europe, is growing at a rapid pace, resulting in 

more and more collectors searching for mushrooms in the forest. Mushroom picking as a dynamically 

expanding activity is associated with other economic activities such as gastronomy and tourism and take 

advantage of a forest resource, which until today remained largely untapped.  

 

In June 2019, as part of the INCREdible project ("Innovation networks for cork, resins and edibles"1), an 

interregional meeting was organized in Ioannina, entitled: «Mushrooms and truffles: ways to improve the 

quality and state of the market». The meeting was attended by key stakeholders from most of the value 

chain both from Greece and from other Mediterranean countries. Present were representatives of the 

Ministry of the Environment, the General Directorate for Forests, the Regional Administration of Epirus-

Western Macedonia, the Municipality of Zagori, the University of Ioannina and the local forestry services. 

The meeting was also attended by mushroom clubs and collectors and by entrepreneurs from all over 

Greece. 

 

Furthermore, on July 5, 2019, a proposal for legislation on the management and certification of wild edible 

mushrooms was released, the result of the work of a group of specialists under the aegis of the Ministry of 

Environment and Energy from 2015 - 2019, aiming to formulate new rules to update the existing forestry, 

rural and commercial legislation. One of the first necessary actions for implementing the new legislation 

is the training of forest employees in the identification of mushrooms in order forestry services to 

participate actively in the process of checking, certification and traceability of the product before it is 

promoted in the market chain. The aim of this seminar is to inform the employs of the forestry service 

about the recent developments in the sector and to familiarize them with mushrooms identification, so as 

to be able to recognize common edible and poisonous species. 

 
 

Addressed to: Forestry employees of Ioannina 
 

 

Venue and practical information: Forestry Service of Ioannina and visit to forests in the area of its responsibility 

 

                                                                    
1 The INCREdible project aims to enable synergies between research centers and professional organizations (owners & managers) 

on research and business innovation related to NWFPs in the Mediterranean. The project is coordinated by the European Forest 

Institute (EFI) and sponsored by a EU’s HORIZON 2020 program. The Laboratory of Ecology (Department of Biological Applications 

and Technology, University of Ioannina) participates in the program, having iNets for mushrooms and truffles, as well as for 

aromatic and medicinal plants. 
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 Language Greek 
 

Program 

8:30-8:45 Registration 

8:45-9:15 The basic characteristics of edible and poisonous mushrooms in Epirus 

Thanassis Ntinou, Mushroom Association of Epirus 

9:15-9:25 Incredible forest. Conservation, management and valuation of edible wild mushrooms  

Kalliopi Stara, Laboratory of Ecology, Department of Biological Applications and Technology, 

University of Ioannina 

9:25-9:35 Presentation of the key points of the legislation proposal: "Defining a legal framework for the 

management and certification of native edible mushrooms in Greece"  

Rigas Tsiakiris, former scientific adviser to the Minister of Environment and Energy and Minister 

of Rural Development and Food  

9:35-10:00 Questions - Discussion 

10:00-15:00 Visit to an oak forest overseen by the Forestry Service of Ioannina and identification of 

mushrooms in the field  

15:30 End of the event 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact and registration 

 Dr Kalliopi Stara 

kstara@uoi.gr 

 

 

 

 

ΔΑΣΑΡΧΕΙΟ ΙΩΑΝΝΙΝΩΝ 

https://www.incredibleforest.net/content/project-0
mailto:kstara@uoi.gr

