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• https://modis.gsfc.nasa.gov/gallery/ 10/7/2017 

Wildfires have a huge social costs
with impacts on the social, 
economic and environmental
dimensions.

• 4,1 K€/ha (losses)
• 1,0 K€/ha (recovery)

ENF (2015)
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Wildfires: main limitation to investment and viability 

of forest areas in Portugal. Solutions?

• Source of the problem:

• natural (climate);

• rural exodus; accumulation and continuity of fuels;

• ineffective justice; lack of knowledge (of reality and specialty forest fire);

• lack of strategies;

• instability and politicization of technical services; corporatism; disappearance of

forestry and especially proximity interventions (participatory);

• markets/prices (decrease of wood prices);

• absence of management.



Wildfires: main limitation to investment and viability 

of forest areas in Portugal. Solutions?

• Solutions adopted (Portugal ~ ~ Europe: > means and <strategy):

1. Deferred and non-productive investments in Prevention (many social and

infrastructure protection, poor strategic management, but above any evaluation

of effectiveness); Other (awareness, education, training, associations,

registration, etc .)

2. Reactive and non-productive investments in Combat (or funding of media and

civil protection structures).



 Organizing activities that enable the creation of jobs for local people and

continuous production and distribution of income.

 Creation and maintenance of jobs directly dependents of the existence of

forest areas;

 Recognition of the economic importance of the forest by rural/local

populations (salaries, fees);

 Indirect fuel management;

 First intervention against forest fires;

 SUSTAINABLE PRODUCTION OF INTERMEDIATE AND REGULAR INCOMES;

 PRODUCTIVE SURVEILLANCE AND PROTECTION AGAINST FIRES.

 MANAGEMENT AND PROTECTION OF PINE FORESTS, 

PRODUCTIVE AND SUSTAINABLE

WHY THE PINE RESIN EXTRACTION ACTIVITY ?

ENABLE THE MANAGEMENT OF MARITIME PINE
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